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	Easter Holiday Childcare Provision

Easter Holiday Childcare Provision for children of Key Workers will run on Monday 6th, Tuesday 7th, Thursday 9th & Friday 10th April in Week 1
and

Monday 13th, Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th & Friday 17th April in Week 2.

From Monday 20th April childcare will continue daily from Monday to Friday every week.

	Keeping in touch
You can continue to keep in touch with us either by text or email for essential communication. Both will be checked daily during the week. Please do not phone as the office will not be staffed.
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	Easter Holiday Challenges

Take a break from home learning during the Easter holidays! 

We have collected an exciting range of Easter Holiday Challenges for you to choose from – do you fancy being creative, doing some baking, entering a competition, keeping up with Joe Wicks every day???? Then take your pick and go for it!  You can find these in the same place as the School Closure Learning Hub.  Share your Easter Holiday Challenges by emailing photos bursar@archbishophuttons.lancs.sch.uk then we will create a gallery of your successes!! Have fun!



	Home Learning
We are exploring alternative options for home learning that will help make this more manageable and sustainable for all concerned in the summer term. 

Home learning will be available on the website 

from 9.00a.m. on Monday 20th April. 




	Applying for free school meals
Have you recently become eligible for Universal Credit due to changing employment circumstances? This may mean that your child/children are also eligible for free school meals. You can apply via www.gov.uk/universal-credit. If you are eligible to receive Universal Credit, you can then apply for free school meals.  Do this by phoning 01524 581267 or emailing welfarebenefits.north@lancashire.gov.uk and if your children are entitled to free school meals, let us know ASAP by text or email. The government have just introduced a system of free school meal vouchers for parents to spend in supermarkets while schools are closed.  As soon as we know your children are eligible, we can organise these vouchers.
If any of this is unclear, please contact Mrs Robinson by text or email for help.


	Words of Wisdom
Dear parents with school aged children,
You might be inclined to create a minute by minute schedule for your children. You have high hopes of hours of learning, including online activities, science experiments, and book reports. You’ll limit technology until everything is done! But here’s the thing…..

Our children are just as scared as we are right now. Our children not only can hear everything that is going on around them, but they feel our constant tension and anxiety. They have never experienced anything like this before. Although the idea of being out of school for weeks sounds awesome, they are probably picturing a fun time like summer break, not the reality of being trapped at home and not seeing their friends.

Over the coming weeks, you will see an increase in behaviour issues with your kids. Whether it’s anxiety, or anger, or protest that they can’t do things normally – it will happen. You’ll see more meltdowns, tantrums, and oppositional behaviour. This is normal and expected under these circumstances.

What children need right now is to feel comforted and loved. To feel like it’s all going to be ok. And that might mean that you tear up your perfect schedule and give your children a bit more time and attention. Play outside and go on walks. Bake buns and paint pictures. Do a science project together or find virtual field trips of the zoo. Start a book and read together as a family. Snuggle under warm blankets and do nothing.
Don’t worry about them regressing in school. Every single child is in this boat and they will all be ok. When we are back in the classroom, we will meet children where they are and support them in moving forward with their learning. Teachers are experts at this! Don’t pick fights with your children because they don’t want to do maths. Don’t scream at your children for not following the schedule. Don’t mandate 2 hours of learning time when they are resisting it.

If I can leave you with one thing, it’s this: at the end of all this, your child’s mental health will be more important than their academic skills. And how they felt during this time will stay with them long after the memory of what they did during these weeks is long gone. So keep that in mind, every single day.

Stay safe.
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