
Phonics workshop
Parent meeting      05/10/23



Aims of the workshop:
• An understanding of phonics

• How we deliver phonics across the phases

• What the phonics screening check is

• How phonics supports reading

• Ideas for supporting home learning



Basically…

• When sounds are blended together to read words

• When words are broken down into sounds to 

segment for spelling

What is phonics?



The children are taught in small groups organised by 

their phonic phase. 

They are assessed informally throughout the year to 

ensure they are secure in their phase before moving on.

We use the Red Rose Phonics scheme developed by the 

Lancashire English Consultant team.

Delivery of phonics 

in school…



How a phonics lesson looks…

Revisit/Review Teach Practise Apply

We play games to 

recap our prior 

learning

New Learning!

Hear it – say it

See it – say it

Say it-write it

We play a game 

and practise 

reading and writing 

with our new 

learning

We apply our 

learning through 

reading and/or 

writing



Phase 2
• A phoneme is the smallest unit of 

sound in a word

• A grapheme is the sound written 

down

• The English language has more than 

150 graphemes 



Phase 3
• Digraph – two letters that make 

one sound

• A consonant digraph contains two 

consonants (sh, ck, ll, ch)

• A vowel digraph contains at least 

one vowel (ai, ee, or)

• Trigraph contains three letters that 

make one sound (igh, air, ure)



Phase 4
Phase 4 phonics teaches the children how to segment and 

blend longer words with adjacent consonants.  They will also be 

able to read and spell CVCC, CCV, CCVC, CCVCC, CCCVCC 

words.



Phase 5
Split digraphs: A digraph in which 

the two letters are not adjacent 

e.g. make

Alternative pronunciations: 

different graphemes that make 

the same sound. E.g. ay, ai, a-e, a



How do I say the sounds?

Phonics: How to pronounce 
pure sounds | Oxford Owl -
YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Home readers
Your child will bring home a reading book each week. This book will be compatible 

with your child’s current phonic knowledge. 

Reading will support your child in applying their phonics knowledge. 

Class 1 – Books need to be in school everyday. Children will be listened to over the 

week. Books will be changed on a Monday and Thursday. Children are expected to 

read the book at least three times before the book will be changed. This encourages 

fluency and good comprehension skills to develop their understanding. 

Class 2 – As class 1, except books will be changed on a Tuesday and Thursday. More 

fluent readers will get additional books not from the phonics scheme and may need 

some support with these. 

Please read at home as much as possible.  At least three times a week. 

Most of our new reading books are the beanstalk books which contain 8 

pages. 



Phonics screening 

check 
Children in Year 1 will take part in the phonics 

screening check in June 2023. The check is 

designed to confirm whether individual children 

can segment and blend to a standard set by the 

government.  Any Y2 children who did not achieve 

the standardised score in Y1 will retake the test. 

It is mainly used for us as a school to ensure we 

have a clear understanding of what the children 

need to learn moving forward.

The check is conducted 1:1 and consists of 20 

real words and 20 pseudo words.



Helping at home 

• Read, read, read!! Please read each book at least three times. 1 – for segmenting and blending, 2 

for fluency and 3 for confidence and comprehension. 

• PhonicsPlay - Phase 3 Resources – free games to help segmenting and blending, including pseudo 

words for the phonics test

• Anytime the children are writing at home, please promote and encourage good letter formation 

using the formation phrases below.  A copy of these has been sent home today. 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources/phase/3

